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UofM breaks ground for new Leftwich Tennis Center
 MEMPHIS, TN. – Shovels hit 
the dirt last Thursday morning in 
Audubon Park in Memphis, as 
ground was broken on the new 
Leftwich Tennis Center. The $24 
million facility, which will be the 
future home of the Tigers' men's 
and women's tennis teams, is 
scheduled to be completed in ap-
proximately 18 months. 
  The new Leftwich Tennis 
Center will be able to attract 
major national tennis tourna-
ments and NCAA and conference 
championships and their fans and 
will be the largest tennis facility 
within hundreds of miles, featur-
ing 24 outdoor and 12 indoor 
courts. The project is a partner-
ship between the City of Mem-
phis and the University of 
Memphis, and the new Leftwich 
Tennis Center is designed by 
Memphis-based Fleming Archi-
tects and will be built by Mem-
phis' Grinder Taber Grinder. 
  "Collectively, with the UofM 
and our private donor group, we 
have spent countless hours over 
the last two years to get to this 
point," City of Memphis Mayor 
Jim Strickland said. "This new 
facility will not only provide a 
home for Memphis Tiger Tennis, 
but it will be a state-of-the-art 
asset for all citizens to utilize 
year-round. I can't thank our part-
ners enough, and I'm so excited 
to get this much-needed project 
underway." 
  "I want to thank the City of 
Memphis, the City Council and 
the many individual donors who 
are involved," said UofM Pres-

Happy shovelers break ground for  the University of Memphis’ new Leftwich Tennis 
Center which will attract NCAA and conference championships. (Photo by Matthew A. Smith, 
UofM Athletics)
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ident M. David Rudd. "The Left-
wich Tennis Center will be one of 
the finest facilities in the country, 
and it will benefit not only the 
Memphis Tiger Tennis teams but 
also the City as a whole. It will 
allow the University to host con-
ference tournaments and national 
tournaments, and it will solidify 
our tennis teams' reputations on 
the national scene." 
  "We are tremendously excited 
to break ground on the Leftwich 
Tennis Center, and we are thank-
ful to the City and the many do-
nors who made this project a 
reality," Memphis Vice President 
and Director of Intercollegiate 
Athletics Laird Veatch said. 

"When Memphis does something 
it does it right, and this beautiful 

facility is the perfect example of 
that. We can't wait to have our 
tennis teams move in, and we're 
excited about the possibility of 
bringing national tournaments to 
Memphis." 
 "The Leftwich Tennis Center 
will be one of the premier venues 
in the country and is an example 
of an amazing collaboration be-
tween all of these partners to 
bring this project to life," Todd 
Carlson, National Manager, In-
frastructure Services, United 
States Tennis Association said. 
"The USTA, USTA Southern and 
USTA Tennessee provided tech-
nical and business solutions as-
sistance for this project, and the 

USTA is excited to see the gener-
ational impact the facility will 
have on the health and wellness 
of the Memphis community." 
  Located on Southern Ave. just 
east of the University of Mem-
phis campus, the new Leftwich 
will remain a public tennis center 
open for the use of all citizens for 
leisure and competitive tennis 
play, teaching and clinics. It will 
replace the current Leftwich Ten-
nis Center on the site. 
 A majority of the funding for the 
project is coming from private 
donors and corporate prospects, 
with the City contributing $3 mil-
lion of capital funds and $1 mil-
lion of in-kind public works 
improvements and the University 
adding $5 million. The citizens of 
Memphis will be enjoying and 
gaining the benefit of the $24 
million facility with a direct in-
vestment of $4 million. 
 
  The center is maintaining the 
name Leftwich Tennis Center in 
honor of Lt. Col. William G. 
Leftwich, who died in service 
during the Vietnam War. 
 For more information on the 
project, visit https://newleft-
wich.memphistn.gov/. 
  
  How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tigers Athletics, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the department's social 
media channels on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook. 

YMCA  
takes deep dive 

into  looking  
at  

water safety 
CHICAGO, IL-/PRNewswire/ -- 
YMCA of the USA (Y-USA) re-
cently released new data that 
highlights the personal experi-
ences and barriers parents face 
when it comes to swimming and 
water safety. The data, collected 
from a diverse set of U.S. parents 
including Black, LatinX/His-
panic and other population seg-
ments, shows that nine in 10* 
parents see swimming as a key 
life skill for children – on par 
with first aid skills and the ability 
to prepare a meal. A deeper dive 
uncovers the impact of unique 
generational and racial inequities 
when it comes to ensuring all 
parents and children are safe and 
confident around water, whether 
it's a pool, beach, waterpark, or 
lake front. 
  According to the CDC, drown-
ing rates for Black people are dis-
proportionately higher than that 
of white people across all age 
groups, a rate that has remained 
largely unchanged, highlighting 
enduring systemic racism 
throughout U.S. history. Ad-
ditionally, according to a national 
research study conducted by the 
USA Swimming Foundation 
with the University of Memphis 
and University of Nevada-Las 
Vegas, 60 percent of African 
American children and 45 per-
cent of Hispanic children cannot 
swim, compared to 40 percent of 
Caucasian children. New data 
from Y-USA underscores that, 
while affordability and acces-
sibility are major barriers for par-
ents across racial and ethnic 
backgrounds, unsurprisingly 

Hunter Goodman picks up two All-American honors
 MEMPHIS, TN – Memphis 
Tigers catcher Hunter Goodman 
has picked up two All-American 
honors as the 2021 collegiate 
baseball season approaches its 
conclusion. Goodman garnered 

Third Team All-American honors 
from both Baseball America and 
the NCBWA. These two honors 
bring his post-2021 season total 
to three, as he was named First 
Team All-Region by 

ABCA/Rawlings earlier last 
week . 
 Goodman, who was named a 
Preseason All-American by both 
organizations, lived up to expec-
tations during Memphis’ 2021 

campaign. The Arlington, Tenn. 
native led the American with 21 
home runs, which tied the Mem-
phis single-season record. Good-
man led the conference in SLG% 
(.678), while his .307 batting 

average was 13th best in the con-
ference. The All-American fin-
ished with 51 RBIs and 137 total 
bases, good for T-3 and solo-sec-
ond in the conference respec-
tively. 
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